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BY SEAN CLANCY
Jonathan Thomas shook hands with Javier Cas-

tellano in the paddock before the Travers Stakes.
“Like we discussed,” Thomas said. “No instruc-

tions.”
Castellano nodded and smiled. That was it.
Minutes later, Castellano placed the “push-but-

ton” Catholic Boy in a stalking spot in second 
behind Mendelssohn in the $1.25 million stakes. 
There were no instructions needed. Catholic Boy 
used his speed to angle from the outside stall and Tod Marks

Catholic Boy heads for home in the Travers.

Prayers 
Answered

Catholic Boy adds 
dirt Gr. 1 to his list

TRAVERS STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 12 
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Horses by the following stallions, who were 
conceived in Maryland and fully nominated/
certified to the Maryland Million program, 
are eligible to run in Maryland Million races. 
Stallions must have been nominated 
for the specific year the horse was 
conceived. Some stallions listed here 
may not be eligible for every year.

Admiral Alex
Ameri Valay
Amerrico’s Bullet
Baltimore Bob
Bishop’s Other Boy
Bowman’s Band
Buffum
Bullsbay
Cal Nation
Cat Country
Cherokee’s Boy
Citidancer
Country Only
Crowd Pleaser
Cruisin’ Dixie
Crypto Star
Cuba
Dance With Ravens
Deputy Storm
Despite the Odds
Diamond
Disco Rico
Domestic Dispute
Dumyat
E Dubai
Elusive Charlie
Etched
Eternal Star
Fantasticat
Fleet Foot
Freedom Child
Friesan Fire
Gators N Bears
Giacomo
Go for Gin

Goldmember
Great Notion
Greek Sun
Gyrfalcon (GB)
Hawk in Flight
Hunters Bay
Java Royal
Jazz Club
Ken Doll
La Reine’s Terms
Ladinos Bambino
Lion Hearted
Lord Concorde
Louis Quatorze
Love of Money
M Eighty
Makin Money
Marciano
McKendree
Meadow Monster
Medallist
Mogador
Mojave Moon
Money’s Star
Mr. Shoplifter
Nicanor
No Armistice
Not Abroad
Not For Love
One Golf Sierra
Oratory
Orientate
Outflanker
Parker’s Storm Cat
Partner’s Hero

Pass You Bye Bye
Perfecting
Petionville
Plan
Polish Miner
Polish Payola
Precious Marque
Pulverizing
Purple Passion
Que Man
Redeemed
Regal American
Rock Slide
Rush Bay
Same Day Delivery
Scipion
Seeking Daylight
Showing Up
Smart Guy
St Averil
Standing Room 
Only
Sticks and Bricks
Street Magician
Tomahawk Lake
Touch ‘n’ Fly (IRE)
Trial Prep
Two Punch
Unbridled Jet
Unbridled Mate
Waquoit
Wayne County (IRE)
Who’s Your Daddy
Yarrow Brae

This list shows nominated stallions with horses of racing age. ONLY 
horses by the stallions listed, who were conceived in Maryland and 

fully nominated/certified to the Maryland Million program, are eligible 
to run in Maryland Million races with the following exception:

If the race does not have six (6) Maryland Million eligible horses 
entered, not including cross-entered horses, the race will be 

opened up to registered Maryland-breds that were pre-entered.  All 
Maryland Million eligible and Maryland–Bred (not Md-Sired) horses 
must pre-enter by Wednesday, October11th, and pay the pre-entry 

fee. If a Maryland-Bred (not Md-Sired) horse does not get the 
opportunity to enter in a race, the pre-entry fee will be refunded.

www.marylandmillion.com

PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2018

For Condition Books and more information contact Racing Office 
at 800.638.1859 or Maryland Million Ltd. at 410.252.2100

Over $1 million! 
IN PURSES AND NOMINATOR AWARDS

Chris Merz, Racing Secretary/Coleman E. Blind, Stakes Coordinator  
Laurel Park 1.800.638.1859 or fax 301.725.4561 • www.marylandracing.com
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FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THE RISK 
WITHOUT KNOWING THE REWARD.

WWW.SAGAMORESPIRIT.COM | #SHAREYOURSPIRIT
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used his stamina to gallop nine rivals 
into submission over the 10 furlongs. 
Owned by Robert LaPenta, Madaket 
Stable, Siena Farm and Twin Creeks 
Racing Stable, Catholic Boy strolled 
to an easy win over Mendelssohn and 
Bravazo, finishing in 2:01.94. 

“That was a Hall of Fame ride,” 
Thomas said. “That was an author-
itative, confident, I’ve-got-the-horse 
ride.” 

Castellano knew he had the horse 
after winning two graded turf stakes 
aboard Catholic Boy this summer and 
breezing the son of More Than Ready 
three times on the dirt at Saratoga this 
month. After the first one, a bullet 
5-furlong drill, Castellano had seen 
what he needed to see. 

“You think I can win my sixth Tra-
vers?” Castellano said, it was more 
statement than question. 

“Yeah, win it with me,” Thomas 
said. 

“I like this horse,” Castellano said. 
“Nobody is going to beat this horse.”

And 19 days later, nobody did. 
Catholic Boy broke quickly from 

the outside post and Castellano had 
one thing in mind, get there and get 
over. Castellano dangled his whip in 
his right hand for three strides, looked 
twice to his left while angling Catho-

lic Boy toward the rail. In a matter of 
strides, Catholic Boy established the 
stalking spot just off Mendelssohn, 
who had been hustled to the lead by 
Ryan Moore. 

Those two won the race to the first 
turn and both jockeys knew it, rais-
ing their shoulders and slowing the 
tempo they had asked for just strides 
earlier. Behind them, the filly Wonder 
Gadot found a sweet spot on the rail 
in third while Preakness runner-up 
Bravazo, Jim Dandy winner Tenfold 
and favorite Good Magic tried to 
funnel into the next tier, Good Magic 
taking the worst of it on the outside. 
Thistledown shipper Trigger Warning 
stayed on the rail in sixth with Jim 
Dandy-third Vino Rosso outside him. 
Belmont runner-up Gronkowski had 
one horse behind him and that was 
28-1 King Zachary.

Mendelssohn led Catholic Boy by 
a half length through the first quarter 
mile in :23.30 and the half in :47.81. 
Wonder Gadot, on the inside, and 
Tenfold, on the outside, tracked them, 
both comfortable. Trigger Warning 
moved up a place on the rail, Bravazo 
and Good Magic waited. Gronkowski 
pulled his way onto the back of heels 
and had to check. John Velazquez 
was already prodding Vino Rosso and 
King Zachary lagged. The order bare-
ly changed through three quarters of 
a mile in 1:11.97. 

Travers –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Catholic Boy pulls away late.

Continued On Page 14 
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nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

For more information visit our website or call 518.388.0174

2018 Top Ten NY-Bred Money Earners
Previously Offered at Auction as Yearlings:

(career earnings)
MIND YOUR BISCUITS (G1, $4,159,286)
Yearling Price: $47,000 RNA
DIVERSIFY (G1, $1,959,425)
Yearling Price: $150,000
FOURSTAR CROOK (G2/G1SP, $1,329,566)
Yearling Price: $55,000
GIANT EXPECTATIONS (G2, $1,135,200)
Yearling Price: $70,000 RNA
AUDIBLE (G1, $1,082,920)
Yearling Price: $175,000
SANDY’Z SLEW (G3, $684,487)
Yearling Price: $65,000
HOLIDAY DISGUISE (G3, $481,650)
Yearling Price: $220,000
SWING AND SWAY (SW, $381,490)
Yearling Price: $117,000
THERAPIST (SW, G3SP, $368,725)
Yearling Price: $8,000
SPLIT TIME (SW, $264,700)
Yearling Price: $62,000

With ROI like this, shouldn’t you be buying 
and racing registered NY-BREDS?
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Midway on the turn, Moore be-
gan to nudge Mendelssohn who low-
ered down but didn’t increase his 
half-length margin on Catholic Boy, 
Castellano still sitting like a Catholic 
boy before communion. In a matter 
of strides, Mendelssohn and Catholic 
Boy opened up on a faltering Wonder 
Gadot, a paddling Tenfold and six 
others who should have been hurry-
ing but weren’t.

Passing the quarter pole, Catholic 
Boy drew even with Mendelssohn. It 
wasn’t even for long as Catholic Boy 
loomed like a dog over a ball. Cas-
tellano chilling, Moore rousting and 
the others praying from another par-
ish, the Travers was over. Castella-
no flipped his whip and hit Catholic 
Boy once right-handed, Catholic Boy 
pounced to his right lead and opened 
up at will, widening with every stride 
as Mendelssohn slid back to the oth-
ers. Catholic Boy drew away to win 
by 4 lengths from a game Mendels-
sohn. Bravazo picked up the pieces 
for third.

“The way he warmed up, I said to 
myself, ‘Nobody can beat this horse.’ 
He’s such an amazing horse, he’s push 
button. You ask him, he’s there. You 
rate him, he rates. He’s a special ani-
mal,” Castellano said. “Those kinds 
of moves, we hooked up from the 
beginning of the race, we went pretty 
quick, it wasn’t like we went in 24, 
48, they came out running. I could 
have gone past Mendelssohn any 
time I wanted. He’s got that dimen-
sion. The speed. The stamina. The full 
package.”

At the wire, Castellano turned his 
whip down, pumped his right fist 
once to the crowd and five times to 
the sky. That makes one pump for ev-
ery Travers win in his storied career.

“When I won my first, I said, ‘Well, 
if I retire, at least I won the Travers.’ I 
wound up with six,” Castellano said. 
“I remember when I won my first, on 
Bernardini, I was so happy, I called my 
mom and told her I won the Travers. 
She said, ‘What’s that?’ I said, ‘Mom, 
it’s one of the best races in the country 
for 3-year-olds, they come from the 
Derby, the Belmont, the Preakness, 
it’s when the best 3-year-olds hook up 
in the summertime.”

Well, usually. 

This year, the Travers was missing 
Triple Crown winner Justify, who 
retired this summer. His departure 
left the door wide open for another 
3-year-old to step up. And that’s ex-
actly what Catholic Boy did, erasing 
any doubt about a dirt career while 
registering his fifth stakes win and 
second consecutive Grade 1 stakes 
score.

Bred by Fred Hertrich III and John 
Fielding, the bay ridgling won his 
first two starts as a 2-year-old, taking 
a maiden on the turf at Gulfstream 
Park and the Grade 3 With Anticipa-
tion here. Fourth in the Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf in November, Catholic 
Boy stayed on the go, making his dirt 
debut in the Remsen in December. 
He won that day and began Ken-
tucky Derby dialogue. In February, 
he finished second in the Grade 3 Sam 
Davis before suffering his only real 
blemish when fourth in the Florida 
Derby. He bled that day and Thomas 
regrouped, scrapped any spring plans 
and aimed at a summer scourge.

“These guys are the best, I said, 
‘Look, this is what we’re going to have 
to do.’ They said OK. They didn’t ask 
a thing, nothing,” Thomas said of 
the ownership group. “It’s nice to be 
rewarded, it’s nice to employ horse-
manship and have it pay off, because 
no matter how many breakthroughs 
we have, taking care of your horses is 
always the right thing to do.”

Catholic Boy regrouped at Thom-
as’ main base, Bridlewood Farm in 
Ocala, Fla., and Thomas circled the 
Pennine Ridge and the Belmont Der-
by as summer targets. Catholic Boy 
returned to the work tab seven weeks 
after the Florida Derby and arrived at 

Belmont Park for the Pennine Ridge a 
fresh horse. He upset Analyze It that 
day and came back and nailed him 
again in the Grade 1 Belmont Derby. 
With a Grade 1 stakes score on the 
turf, Catholic Boy needed a Grade 1 
dirt score. Thomas circled the Tra-
vers. 

“We had the discussion the week 
before the Belmont Derby that if he 
won, we would go to the Travers,” 
Thomas said. “It doesn’t do him any 

good to win 
two Grade 1s 
on the turf. If 
he didn’t win 
the Belmont 
Derby, we 
would have 
probably run 
in the Secre-
tariat.”

I n s t e a d , 
T h o m a s 
aimed his first 

horse at the Travers. A former stee-
plechase jockey and an assistant on 
the flat for several high-profile train-
ers, including Todd Pletcher, Thomas 
used a bits and pieces of knowledge 
he gained over the years to get Catho-
lic Boy to the Travers. 

“I’ve taken away a lot from every-
body,” Thomas said. “Everybody’s 
got their strengths and there’s a lot of 
good horsemen out there, horses like 
these help you execute what you’ve 
learned. All that you’ve learned is no 
use if you can’t employ it.”

Catholic Boy let Thomas employ 
it, working three times like a soldier 
and showing every day that the Tra-
vers was in his wheelhouse.  

“Javier helped us get this horse to 

this point, he’s such a good horseman. 
We breezed 49 and 4, out in 1:03 the 
week before, just taking it easy, leav-
ing a little bit of something in the 
tank,” Thomas said. “I came back 
and was like, ‘Are we OK?’ He said, 
‘Don’t worry, I reached up to grab 
him and he was right there.’ You’ve 
got Gronkowski going in a minute, 
Good Magic going in a minute, I’m 
not going to lie, I questioned myself a 
lot, if I had done enough with him.”

Questioning but not wavering, 
Thomas lightened up on Catholic Boy 
during the week before the Travers. 
He jogged a lot, cantered a little and 
barely galloped. Thomas wanted him 
to be sharp so he would break and get 
an early position. Catholic Boy did 
exactly that, showing dirt speed for 
the first time. 

“Maybe that’s a weapon he’s had 
all along and we now have the confi-
dence to start unleashing it,” Thomas 
said. “It might have been my con-
servatism, we’ve always been a little 
turfy with him, get the trip, tipping 
out and making a run. He showed to-
day that he’s got actual speed and he 
can carry it over a route of ground, 
that’s what we all look for.”

LaPenta has been looking for it 
since he came to Saratoga for the first 
time as an 18-year-old kid.

 “It was always a goal, always a 
goal,” LaPenta said. “I’d come here 
and stand in the grandstand and I’d 
look up at the people in the boxes and 
say, ‘Wow. They must be royalty. Who 
are they? Who are they?’ I was having 
my clam chowder, a couple of clams, 
my corn on the cob and looking up 
there and saying, ‘One day.’ And that 
day came.”

Tod Marks
Trainer Jonathan Thomas, 
Travers winner.

Travers –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Catholic Boy (left) sets up just outside of Mendelssohn early in the Travers.
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DON’T GET LEFT BEHIND!
EARN 25% MORE 

For more information on the Virginia Bred & Certified programs, please visit vabred.org.

Virginia Thoroughbred Association
250 West Main Street, Suite 100, Charlottesville VA 22902

(434) 977-3716

WHEN YOU OWN A VIRGINIA-BRED 
OR VIRGINIA-CERTIFIED HORSE THAT WINS 

IN NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD OR WV


